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I noed u fow clothes

FRANCES STOREY'S
HAPPIEST
CHRISTMAS

By HILDA RICHMOND
g

“Papa says one of you girlsa must
accept Aunt Caroline's Invitation for
the holldays,' sald Mrs. Storey, with a
troubled look on her motherly face,
“l am sorry to have you go to that
dead-allve little village, but you know
papa eeldom says ‘must,’ so we will
have to muke the best of It. Now
which will it be?”’

“It's simply Impossilile for me to go,
mamma,” sald  Margaret, whirling
lightly around on the plano stool. I'va
practiced for weecks on this Christ
mas music and the eptertalnment
ecould not po on without my playine
Frances or Kate will have to saerifice
this time, and 1t's only fair. for they
have not #o much on thelr minds ae
I hava'

“Why, Margnret, my ‘imn In ns pre
clous aa youre,” sald Kate, looking up
from the new dress ghe was finlahing,
“and besldes I am poing to sing at
the party pext week.”

1 might go if someoone woulld finlsh
Aressing thode dolls Tor the trop down
at the misadon. Poor Aunt Carrie
miit  he  Jonosone since  hor only
daughier went to Opegon to live and
'd ke Lo eoe hiee poaln, She usel 1g
et us malks little ples and  muss
around In her eloan kitehon, and At
hame Saral nover alloweld ws ta spoll
ber domain,” sald Franees

“I'Il attend o thye dolis" «alg
Margaret, promptly, “amd belp yon
puack vour trank i you need help. T
have na doubt von will Luieve 0 good
time at Cedar Hill, for Aunt alwaya
thought vo muoch of you ™

In aplte of her 10 vears the whole
family cendddered  Franceg @ mere
child and no one Lut the mother
thought It mude any differonce that
she was to snpenid the hollduys In oa
lonnly house with Aunt Caroline, in

stead of having a shure in the city cote.
brations, which ghie g0 ol enjoyed
Mre, Storey slipped a number of pack:
ages marked “open on Christmng cve™
In tha big trunk and provided a sty
High traveling dress, bat her heart
welled as the trim ftigure disappeared
amid a chorus of farewells and the
nofse of the Lusy sintion. Mr. Storey
gave hls daughter some bright gold
pieces with the Instructions to spend
them as she lked, hut Frances reflect-
ed that she was llkely to oring them
home paln for want of a chance to
Invest In anything exeept goods found
in n country store at Codar HilL

It waa late In the afternoon before
the bralkeman announced “Ceodgar 11,

and Frances was surprised 1o see a
numher of passengers get off. s this
renlly Cedar Y she asked of an

old man near

“It really 14" he answered with a
gmile. *'If I am not mistakon, yon
are Fanny Storey that need to play
with my granddanghters Ion't son
remember Crandfathor Devaon ™

"OF conrae 1 do. flow are Nellle and
Ruth? The retuson Toohoughit this wns
nol Cedar N b beeiaaee 1) N
when I Enew it win 1] n Hitle piace
and this lools HEke aoeity. ™

SWoetve Tind n beiin =ipeoe (oo Tyve,
Here, Viornee, Lolp Nisa Bion i't
her Juroaze I ean tnke eare of myv-
goll.  Thin in the voune lndy wha need
to play with the pir RS | s
neo, bt 1 ddon't Wit 1 N ¢
hern the fre 1o by bilit pings
hovwen for hop™

“Yoreu | do il Franes Vgl Ipew
hands swith Mo eloeantd I o
mnmn Yo nlwa T S viry
nicost honses of any hao v Lnow
Mr. Devon, and 1 stlll realleet (lem
with lensre.*

AN thia tlme they were leaving tha
irnin and looling for Aunc Coarallne,

who evidently had net recelved the 1ot-
!Irr announcine Frances® vigdt, for she
was not in sleht “We'll take you teo
My aloward’s, for she lHeng clouws to
st sald the yoang man, lending: hime-
self with “3lesys"  bupeeage “Yon

never vonld find the ald house withont
a gnlde, for factories and stored anyg
churches have spriing up In sueh pro-
fusion that It 18 entirely avershadowed,
Your aunt and grandfather and some
mare of the conservative old reslhiienta
Lewnil the new order of thing: as
much as they would a national culam.
ity, but I must confess that 1 1ike to eva
pn\-m! sirnots where wo uned to make
mnd ples

“I wirh mamma and the pirls eonld
gen mo now,” snld Frincen, paring ot
the latest sryvles In dreswes fn n glors
windaw. “Mammn eried to think nof
my coming o kg ont-of-the-wav
place and 1 very nearly staried with
only = ratchel, thinking woanld anly
We write and ot
letters frore Codar L 8o seldom that
1 nover dreamed of the change [ gea
to-day."

“You'll be glad enough you hronght
your trunk, for things are lively during
the holldayn'

“What I8 that beantiful Lullding we
are eoming to?" inquired Frances, as
they neared n stone structure that
might have graced a clly.

“Phat In the publie Hbrary,” sald Mr,
Devem, | I suppose you have & supply
of books in that blg trurk for fear

thers would be nothing to vead In our | her
tewn. § won't mention it to the cii. | come Lrue.—Baptlsi Unlon.

[ zona thongh, for fear they might put

you on the Airst traln for home,
s Mre. Howard on the
knows you. "

The dave that followed wera busy
ones for Francea, She cent a telegram
telllopg ou her safe arrival and found
only time for the briefest notes 1)
after Christmas, on account of the
muny places to o and the delightful
things to do.  Aunt Caroliae enjoyed
the company and the frolics to the
utmost and oureed her niees to make
the old house as lively as possible
The girla and boyvs she played with
years before flocked to see her, hirin:
ing frieads with them, til Fea
declared this the nloest visit she ever
had in her life

“You and 1 are the committes on
dolls for the poor chililren's Chrisiman

Thore
porcil,. She

tree spld Horace, coming Into the
parlor where Frances wae potting ap
holly for the great day, “Imagine
wilting 11l three duys  befors  tha

twenty-fifth betore lookinge afior daotls!?
But Jt's not thele fanlt, for Misa Gray
wonld hinve attendod to (6 {Ff her moths

er hmd not tlken glek, Come, get vonr
sunbonnel and we'll make shiort worl
of the infints ™

“T'm poing to buy gome eandy nnd
fralt for the people at the haodpltal,™
stld Fronees when the dolls were (is. |
priieedd o L gave e some Eold |
pleces to apend amd they are burning |
hodes T e et

A il fdes o hnlves, for 1
ool Hie eolobrating, too"

Over andl over apnin Francen wishod
he foll nt Weone cold ses hep dueine
the happy holldayvas Evory lettepr o
weedd thorm thnt she wWir havinge o tinn
time. Lut it 18 imposzible to o put the
apirit of pood thnes an o paper The
Chrlgtmas (ree Tor the Soanday sehod
of Third street chureh was a complonte
ruceess and then the  younz  poople
trooped off to the mizsion to distribinte
pifts and candy to the factory peapla

who contd not attend “the bl chineeh
up town'

TAre vou hnmesiek, Fanny T oasked
Neilie Devon, with an arm  around
Frapoos as the gay crowd sat walting
for the elock to strilie 12 on Christmns
eve in Mrs. Hownrd's  old-taghioned
pirlor. 1 don't want ta reniind you
af home or mike Yon sudd, hut yem

must have €0 many
idn in city  tiat
abiont.”

“1 don't know

pleasant thinga to
Lho we never heard
whnt they are’
Ianghed Frances, “I think I could glve
the president Information about "The
Strenuous Life' sinee I've Lheen here
This I8 the busicst and happlest holl-
dny thme 1 ever had, except that 1 want
all the folks at home 1o enjoy i, oo™

“You must all come to dinner to-
morraw—n0, to-day —" sald Mra How-
ard a= the youny peaple started home
"It has been many vears since 1
had such a Aock around me that T must
mubke the most of 16 1 want Franeos
ta have g good time so she will want
oy COTHe CVErY VORr e

Francies felt o touch of 2olf-repronch

18

| b mast by

'of the next duy b

o Christmas morning when sho o
membored the neat [Mtle parects she
wan o bave dpenisl dn the evonle i
fore She hnd Iallen into the Lisppy
sleep that vi 1Ly pure-heartod with
it o thoueht for the lovely tima she
an Hoavine and n little praver for bhoep
family and frtemd A | il
out the ne rel thi T i
i) plne itlen] teoremdd 11 fom
r ! Taavj 1y ter
I ] i the l X ¢ .
1 f yuur v 1 1
n | e il
Avnt Cnr (1T ' | ] if
Ve \ q
"I. 1 ') 1 ) f
1 n i lenge e e d I |
‘ in Il ) wy \,»
1 arel 1 [} r itk
frir 1 o ] fornee b 1 ey
Jod ger that ( il ¢
pltes ta e It LITet s 1 \
Ti5im g architon 1 ] 1
pinee in the oltve o whivh i
evory day. Thiv may sonnd 11 sLyanmy
st T oAl piet wasit the o 81
rilen year ton srdilenly,  OF eoiirae 1he

vouns: people are not rash enougzh o

mule plans fne into the futuree withoot

comanltine you, but 1 ean Dnd oo fanlt

with thelr anticipntions  Horace 8
"

no—

it Mre Storey had Inld doown 1he [ot.
tor with a hewiblered laoll that plainly

shnwed hin puin aml astonishment,
s wife expremwad no purnrise, thooeh
benrs eame into her eves ag she said,
%o mileht have ke a hint Iram
the ehii's ghort lptters In which slis
pnlie of helng: perfectly happy. | have

been hiopinge: thile would e a happy dny

tor her, but I am onot qulte prepared
to aay I Hke the roallzatlon of my
winhen"

With the ligeht stroaming thronch the
ed ploss windows on the evep-
green  nndd holly  wound around the
ptately pitinrs of the charch and the

Chrlgtmns musle In her ears Frances

at

fotund 1t hnrd @ Lbeep her thoughts
from the mental pieture of the bara
lietle ehureh Codne HIN had bhoasted

“Glory ta Gad In the
Highest," sang the sweet volees Just
an the cholr In the church at home
wis dolng at that very moment, but
ihere wias no homesicknesy In hep
henrt,

U'nider eover of her hlg hvmn hoolke
Horaee Dovon softly pressoerd ner sllm
hand while the ushers senied Inte are
rivals In the 1Ittle pause that fol'ewed
the anthem, and she smlied to think
mother's Christmas  wish bad

In other days

| your praode to g

l{-‘——————_}:J
Colo Batier ot hnving soen his
Eister My o1 ni doelded o spond
Phrintmag ot hers oo, A desujlary
mrrespondenve bl potde him vagnoly
pwore of e | thnt Lor hwsbnmd, Cul-
vin Murdovlk, hoad grown rich, and thnt

she hod two elilldeen, & boy and o girl

Bt he wos nob peepared for the luxuarl-
it comdditions which e found upon on
erin thelr splendid  Lome Tl wis
noever estrinpeed from L sister, but

whoen sho marched Murdocek the soldier
brother had made ap Wis mind that b

eiator's husband was not “his kind
In froutier barrocks and Toreipn o,
Cnl. Battersly's e had been  lonely

e was a silent, clomental, passionat
mnan, whose rlgld hnbite gave aooold and
even hard exterior (o a natore essential-
Iy tender, Murdock wasa man of much
smug plety,
qehiool elags does not hurt & man's erodit
with the banlk,

But the Mardoels gave Uncle Batter
gly a4 grand weleome, His siuter Kissed
him, the twao children gave him thelr
handawith trained graclousness, and the
head of the house sald:  “Weleote to
the warrior—ses, the conquering liero
romes!” This made the old campnigner
i1 nt ease. He blushed like a girl, nnd
thereafter found restraint In the, to
him, artificial atmosphere of the grand
house, When he went out for a walk
Mrs. Murdock said:

“Poor fellow; how he's changed!™

“Out of Lig vlement with women and
shilldren,” growled Murdock,

“What males hiy nock sored?” ashed
the by,

When the Chrlsimas presents hegoan
to arrive, and higsietor showed them to l
him, the colone! puddenly realized that
soething for the chifldron

g nhouat 4, but spent hindf
for his

cot et s

He snld notl

using miere n

Froeneh doll, with a

and a H efpined steam hinttlechiy
fur his nophiow It wna noownohitiers
ealees— oy piif el for the Lintle
Woiian, pa 1 W wur far the I
i " W oyery enrclug ol b
1 Hals L ) (T 2001 Penrus
el
I A resd i did n
WL T i el o but snid |
i 1 Ly b ¥ (4] (TR [ |
[ ! t et lan
i prs ! I room. and |
Iini o oL [ i n '

I e i tl T 0
M m ! (B by 1 wiin
el Lecnme { the viall ny | i
i Tviteeod ] Lhimes 1o 2 1t b
sfit man, | nt In nover B
(3} hin | Liven an I ntlin
ns 1i ng o dozen poapie cold g (W

Lurnond to bilm s sl

“sinrdock? Whne alde i Penroge
greet or Penrone gy e

AT there Listh aslied the ealonel,
an the poscibile & erdwned on i

Y ey onte on the Waogt sides, une an
the South sld Where did you wish

L}

Of culurse, Petrose avenue Is on the
asouith side and Penrose sireet is
West glde, and Col, Buttersly had Jing-
walf winde the wistale. “Che goods liad
beoen receipted for, the clerk told him.
It wae pretty late to attompt petting |
them back, bt they weould trey Tl
elerk mnde some noted, rattled off a few
words about the terrible rush, moved
it and left the coionel standing dazed
In the crowd. e went home, ani ;-.:-ai
precauilon got out of his trunk a )
atrangely carvod bracelet, antigue, url
ental - a noble prenent, he theught, fok
hls nlece; wnd for hils nephew an ooad, |
bejewelod war mask -t had  been a
mandarin's, And he toal them to Mra
Murdaoclk, saving nothing of their grout
value, and snld ware fur her girl
and her boy, Dut after dinner that night
Mr. Murdock tapped at the colonel s
door, saying:

“1 hope wen't think of piving
those rarecorios to the children, eoloanel
They're worth their welght In meney

“Didn't cost me o cont, Murdock,' 1
blurted tue soldler. *“They're part of the |
—well. the loot—that 18, I pleked ‘em ug
Ia China and —thiey ~the childrem will

wun Lha

they

appreciate them more as they  grow
older.”

Murdosk walked svay without aa-

DY JOUN 1L RAFFERTY,

other word, but that night the wondan
told her Lrother, softly and with evi-
dent desire to be grateful, that “papn
was 8o serupulons, he didn’t want the
children to recelve such preésents.’

“You kuow, brother,sho sald, “he's
ko consclontions that he thinks you
dida’t come by them honestly —that s,
from hils point of view, You won't feel
hart, will you, brother? Papa is so dif-
ferent from you.*

So the brother, hashing red, took back
his barbnric gifts and went to bhed, In
the morning, soun ofter brealfant, he
woent aunt of the hauss
bade the driver take himto 2441 Ponrose
trevt.  The doll and the battleship had
not arcived, and he was pol niter
them, MHegot out of the eib o asgqualid
street, and went into Yhe only house in

called noeab, and |

i

the Blowl It wan o dirty, tumbledown
cottnee, bt helow prade mnd with a
pen “For Sale'” nalled to the rickoty |
fenee, A thin wonnan, In an old, faded

WEALPeT, chme to thie door,

“I came to soe I

“Oh, 1 inew son
inteprupted him
for 18, sir—won't son eome In?"

e stopped ioto the dingy room and
miw o Ddg-oved, Tead) il of peven fond-
Mg the groat French doll,

“Yim gir," snid the
breathless (o explain, "the things come
whitle T wosout I work over st the shos
factory, and- - my name ls Murphy, sie
wnd when the thinegs come noldy wan
T, s, ot Mamle gnd the boy, He's
wine, nnd he's ont there now  plasin’
with th' steambont, and when the wagon

eliody ud eame,* she
“l knew they wasn't

Fn,

same, Mrs "I'raecy, she lives In the next |
who know that o Sunday | block, she seen it and she ran aver and |

S

s o

| #

Bl KENT

HALF AN HOU'ID BUYING A
Fithisol bkl

signed a book, and the driver Jom ped
or bla waron amd went away, un’, of
colirde, the ehildren seen the bundles
Al nothin’ ultd dey bt they must open
v Thate all, girg wedbdn't want to

I hope you don't thiank we'd steal ‘v

She was out of brenth nwow, and the
tao chilldren—1he boy, o sturdy Ind of
ten bl come In— wore wiaring, fright-
ened, at the valonel,  He looked gt them
a moment and then ot the maother.

1 don’t understand you, madum,” he
sald. Y1 eallod to lool at the house, I's
for gale, you linow.”

He saw the luah of anxlety pass from
her homely face. “The ehildeen, dollghi-
el with the reprieve, ran back 1o thelr
wplendid toys,  He made a ghow of look-

Illn' through the stully rooms, and when

he was polng gave each of the little
ones g coln

“Good«by, madam.” he sald ta (e
mother. “You have two fine ehifldren

And when he was In the cab npaln he
strolied Wi gray  musiashe  and
chnolided:

“It »nan a lueky Wiander, afeerall. 11
E0 down 1o the store in the morning and
tell ‘e it's all rlght."—Chlcago Record.
Herala.

Net the Christmas Rind,

It Is not the rainy-day stocking thas
S8 bung up sl Christman ~Jiudaa

NATURE IS WONDERFUL.

There Is Heanon for the Speeinl Shape
and Testure for Hvery Leal
In Hslstenee,

Even the most cursory obtserver ot
vegelable lfe must bave been siruck
with the various forme of leaves, Why
they should be so varlously formed does
ool huwever, often aupgest itself, though
there (8 a reason for the special shape
and texture of almost every leafl inexist-
ence.  Plants, such an grasses, daffodils
And wlhers which nusually grow In clus-
ters, have gonorally nirrow leaves grow=-
Ing upright, so as oot toovershade one
another. Other plants of Isolated habite
have arrangemoent of folinge which sos
Ciures to themeelves {he space of ground
necensury tor thelr development. The
dalsy, dandelion, shepherd's  purise—
which miny muostly be seen In pastures

are examples of thie A elrele of hrogad
lenver prd the ground, form-
I what iy lonown as the rasotie growth,
Cieetually bare the approaeh of any othe
er plant, sand keeps clear from allother
tea s v o
Mlonting leaves and

sl apndnet

the space of ground necs
Ha own nutriment

leavessal marsh plante are usnally of slm-
e ot line, Tor, brevinge no competitorg,
thoy are not labiy togot ineneanotlier’'s
Meht SEubmorged plantas have mostly
Waves of narrow segmont —the reason
for which js not very well wnderstond,
mithoueh It s n ecdl Iy nntuealises
thitt 10 08 Tar the purpore of expos ng
s ke o oanrface as possible, In order
tocextract the winute proporviion of cars
Lomde moeid digsalved (0 o vast bulk of
witer  Lenves on the bonghs of rees
P alten mach divided, #o as (o fold
vasily, to prevent thoir boing rent and

womnn, |

tarn by the wind, while the glosey M-

e aof evergroens i intendoed to throw
off the vidn ard dew, which might freaze
on VLo, woed st cnnse Infuey o the tis-

: Hies Watidoretul are 1he winvs of Na-

tnrs, nnd the sliudy of her stennee see
ereln nnending. — Agvienltaral Epltoms
lat

HOME-SMOKED MEATS.

When Properls Cared They Are Sa=
prerior In Quniity to the Peadoet
of Pnvking Houses,

Many of the furmers in the enst eure
ha:ns for home The guality s
mich bettor than the prodoct gent out
by the packing houses. Set & clean
wugar  barrel on o box four feet
long, one foot high, and wide enough

[FE.{L]

JIIANLDY MEAT EMOKTI
T 1* harre | Viore anper holes
i i | " or 1l | IRY
1l I LU i Pl Mk
L i thi I bied pnieler the Dyt
al b I Fon Do e faro i on
L1 I A H ] S plwevad gdoy the
(Y Vol Bewsd 0f a0 bloeed dane e
i | n b ' i ol 1) Lox,
I i v e hia Al erovicos mnst
Bor higan oend U et e egs the spcloas
] 10w Folis wite nidlh near the
g il Barred to hang the hons on.
Pla ORI Pnper Gr curvas over thae
tage O Uhie Lgiece] sl s enough Lves
ur hlunkois o VR el IR rarm
Sl Ko
Flis Seed for @ nttle,
Praf, theney, whoal e sy ex-
tensive =X parhme it I Toeidbnge, ways:
stoviomen who have fodd Hax soidd 1o
Boaraes and vt tle roport sulisfactory re
| st feom s gse Froguently some
Hax seed b lefn in the steaw, which in-
erepsey s vilae Thore soeis mo foinn-

datton for the stptement that the iber of
flax wivaw forims I i omtible
matter fo the storae ol farm wndmala "
W wonhd suppese that o arder Lo secure
the most patrbient ko the straw it should

bk is of

Loer el bt dhe e e pods are of foll
Fatr, bt Lyl they tolntnenee o
rlpen - Rarad Worll
noger o Hieh Hoosis,
Pl roosts cause Lingabde faot, While
It Is meideal for nll hens to roost Nigh,
100w only when the grask coveron ground

bird Is
to the fom

vt Demendd Uheet 4
gor of Injury
Blx dnches above the

wle ey dyg-
e e ey
deoping voard s

right I the dreapplng bomrd has a
pidsed vdpge o bind can step feom one Lo
the ather wtdd then canlly to 1the loor
The hioard el should be Wegh enougl
to ollow an epp box underneath,
there I8 no Gllicr plaee for the hovs to
roast e will acespt the luw raost,

fhereby nvoddinse 1y
Cinvinnatt Poultry

one that Is bipher,

The miuscles of n horss used for
heavy work become used to heavy
Ateain, but are not accustomed to quick
motlon. Remember this when tempted
to drive last



